All giddiness aside . . .

Roshana, weeks ago you made a petition for dialogue – and I have met you here. You have expressed the distrust of Word-centered worship due to life’s experiences. Lately, your reaction to statistical evidence of our society drifting from Word-centered worship was one of elation – a trend you see as improvement. 

The Word for many appears outdated and ineffectual – its abandonment opens the door for the search for something – real.  My dilemma is the necessity of supporting the authenticity and reliability of the Word, while at the same time expressing empathy towards your initial steps of defiance. 

Your abandonment of the Word isn’t due as much to the failure of the Word itself, but its misuse by those seemingly in positions of authority regarding the Word. Those who society regards as keepers of the door of access to God, often reveal fruits of hypocrisy and abuse leading many to regard what lies behind the door as the cause. 

This is why Jesus often responded with anger,

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Matt 23:13

My plea – sidestep the teachings of men regarding the Word – for they are bogged down with flawed ideas, customs and powerless lifestyles that have no root in the Word. 
    
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. John 5:39

Your quest for the real Jesus will not be found by stepping out and away from the Word, no more than you were successful in finding Him in traditional religion. Faith and obedience to the Word is the plain path that will lead you to the ultimate experience with God – the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

Growing up in traditional Christianity was molding me into one that outwardly proclaimed faith, but inwardly my passions were elsewhere. Determining not to be hypocritical, I too stepped out in search for something real. Yet while wandering through the darkness of the world, I was drawn back to the light – not tradition, but to the Word - the stories I remembered from Sunday school. 

The first century Christians were mostly simple people, yet possessing something way beyond this world’s offerings.  Love so powerful, they were willing to witness to others of its glory even under the risk of being betrayed, persecuted, and horrifically executed. What drove them? Where did this faith and power come from?  What pushed them to witness even in the face of death? 

As I searched, I realized the relationship between the power and the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Jesus promised His disciples,

 . . .ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: Acts 1:8
Paul valued this experience so highly – the first question he asked some disciples was,

Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?  Acts 19:3

The Word renewed my hope. Faith rekindled and I followed the Word to the most wonderful experience available to man! Your faith in Jesus –allowing Him to guide you as your shepherd – through His Word, will lead you to the most powerful, wonderful experience that nothing in this world can offer! 

Experiencing the baptism of the Holy Ghost erases any question of the validity and literal reliability of the Word. One comes to know by tasting of this heavenly gift how awesome heaven will be. Then – knowing what eternal wonderment awaits those who have experienced this heavenly gift – intensifies our understanding of the void - the realization of the countless who will spend eternity separate from God’s presence. This builds passion to reach beyond the fears of rejection and death - to witness.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men. . .2 Cor 5:10-11

The fear of hell doesn’t drive the unbeliever to obey the gospel, near as much as it motivates the believer to reach for those outside the kingdom of God. My awareness of the heavenly gift residing in me – moves me to reach for those who otherwise will know all too well the absence of God. Hell isn’t so much what is there – it’s Who isn’t.


