Our Children’s Future First
Hats off to Salina South senior Thomas Burke – recipient of a full-ride scholarship to the University of Chicago!  A well-written article by Michael Strand offered due notoriety to this young scholar who has a bright and hopeful future. No doubt there were adults in Thomas’ background who instilled the value of education as a boost towards financial and personal achievement. To those who played a role in instilling in Thomas the value of learning and reaching after realistic goals – I commend you. 
Notice I stated realistic goals. This is in glaring contrast to the probability of an athlete attaining the notoriety where they excel to the professional level and then stay long enough to acquire the wealth needed to sustain them the remaining years of their non-athletic adulthood.  You are literally more likely to win a major windfall from the lottery or casino than to fulfill this dream.  Our society is riddled with has-been athletes who in their peak were coddled and praised - as long as they were throwing the ball through the hoop and running for the chalk line. It’s amazing how a few years can pass and those who no longer perform are forgotten and end up pushing brooms across the same floors they once ruled - with no one noticing who they are and the accomplishments gained. Oh I know, there are those rare ones who exceed so high and far that the illusion is presented that this is how we treat the ‘winners.’ What? One in ten thousand? 
Not to speak of the countless thousands who may have achieved super star status at the college level, but couldn’t quite make the cut at the professional  level, and weren’t provided an education beyond finger-painting on the way past the classrooms. Study the rise and fall of the gladiators of ancient Rome – it’s scary seeing the mirror reflecting the same image two thousand years later.
If those stars would have been encouraged to put the same hard work, persistence and determination into learning a trade or seeking a career how many more would be contributing to society in a meaningful fashion and seeing their lives now rewarded by providing their children guidance down a road that truly will lead to fulfillment. 
The societies throughout time that have advanced and prospered were those who placed the next generation above themselves. As a history instructor, the period of mass immigration to the United States reveals a case in point. The immigrants of the late 19th centuries filled the ghettos of New York City.  Most were coming to America with the shirt on their back and a tattered one at that. But for the most part, the Jewish immigrants did something exceeding the other groups – they placed the education of their offspring above their own ambitions and pleasure. Very few of us have ever heard of the parents of the following generation who became the backbone of the scholastic world of the 20th century  – proportionally performing far beyond the scope of any other ethnic group.
There is a very strong undercurrent in our society to raise our children to exceed our athletic accomplishments in the hopes of fulfilling personal fantasies of glory unattained, without looking beyond to the adulthood to come and the missed opportunities attained only by academic accomplishments.  
The children of this generation, for the most part, are being used to make our lives more fulfilled and to give us more of a sense of accomplishment. If we were sincerely placing what was best for our children at the forefront, sports would take a much less significant role in their daily activities, and their studies would be as rigorous as those of Thomas Burke’s.
I believe the editorial staff of this paper believes in what I have stated in this article, and have shown its credence by publishing it in their opinion section. However, look at the attention given to academics in proportion to sports in our local media. What message is sent daily to our children? And I realize the reason sports receives so much space is – it sells advertising. 
If the trend of placing our children on the altar of fame and imagined prosperity is ever to be brought under control, a concerted effort by our local businesses in conjunction with the local media should set a course to truly step back and begin the process of reeducating our youth  -  and parents,  of what is truly success.
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