The Empiricism of Faith

Have you noticed how tolerance – i.e. the awareness and appreciation of diversity – has become the litmus test of one’s enlightenment?  Those narrow-minded enough to firmly stand and adamantly support their faith as the genuine are dismissed as back woodsy and simple. Yet consider.
Carl Sagin, the renowned secular-minded scientist wrote “The Demon-Haunted World” shortly before his passing. Sagin was discouraged by the inundation and merging of metaphysical concepts, with ‘pure’ science - accepting the existence of aliens, ghosts, extra sensory perception, etc. - simply based upon testimonies and unempirical research. Sagin argued that as we move away from the agreed upon absolutes established by empirical research, we break down the entire mode of discernment of what is truth from what is bogus. He was attempting to protect all the gains of sciences spanning generations, from coming to an explosive end because tolerance of unfounded ideas had crept into his empirically pure world. 
Secular research is based on empiricism. This is the principle of building tested and proven evidences, one upon another, and never allowing a large margin of error to go unchallenged. It is a fundamental part of the scientific method. Research covering decades, revealing an unacceptable level of error, can face rejection for not mustering the qualifying level of reliability. 

There are common sense reasons why intolerance is a welcome mindset within secular studies. When we purchase prescriptions, submit to surgery, cross a bridge designed by an engineer, we are placing our trust in the findings of scientists who have adhered to disciplined research, and tested methodologies. A medical doctor succeeds in mastering the knowledge and skills from a reputable institution. They are approved by an association that oversees performance.  As a doctor scales to new heights of mastery, the increasing intricacies of tasks demand a growing level of intolerance for deviation and error. The more consequential the error, the greater the rigidity existing in prescribed standards.   Hmmm?
Religion is the expression of faith. 

Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  Hebrews 11:1

Extreme trust is developed by tested faith. The greater the faith – the more rigid the believer becomes. If the faith of a believer withstands the tests of time and trials, it finally reaches a crescendo where faith is as a rock - immovable, unchallengeable and intolerant of other ideas. When one espouses faith in a particular religion yet expresses that his faith holds no greater importance than any other faith, – one is actually expressing doubt. Saying, “My faith isn’t absolutely right,” parallels, “I doubt my faith is from God.” If you believe your faith originated from God – how could your faith not be absolutely right?

Pure religion and pure science both begin with certain absolutes that have withstood the countless onslaught of challenge, so as long as the absolutes stand, intolerance to alternatives rules. David demonstrated intolerance when he stood up to Goliath’s accusation of Jehovah’s non-existence as the one true living God. David was so intolerant, that he launched himself on the giant with unwavering faith. 
Any believer that expresses tolerance by regarding the teachings of other faiths with the same validity as their own isn’t growing to new heights of religious maturity – they’re moving away from the heart of their faith. A Muslim that doesn’t believe Allah is the sole name of God – is no longer a Muslim. Their foundational prayer, “There is no god but Allah,” strengthens pure intolerance – pure faith.  
Hear o Israel, the Lord (Jehovah) our God is one Lord - this for the Jew and Christian is an absolute. There is no god but Jehovah. One who regards the Bible as fables, the miracles as myths, the doctrines as theories, and expresses tolerance by regarding the teachings of other religions as being truly a Christian deed – has succinctly wandered from the foundational standards that define Christianity.  
Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life: No man cometh unto the father, but by me.”  Jesus is the word of God. That is an absolute.  When one says they are a Christian but the Bible is no longer their access to the Father – they have wandered from the prime absolute. Narrow-minded? Absolutely. Unchallengeable? It’s a rock! 

Faith is a bridge to eternity that doesn’t welcome compromise and inattention to detail. True faith is living by every Word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. True faith is casting every care upon Him. True faith is trusting and calling upon one name. 

