The Error of Cain
So Rashana – you feel nearly giddy that people are leaving their Word inspired worship of God.  No – I must disagree with you. For I looked up the word, “giddy” and according to ole’ Webster it means, “feeling dizzy, unsteady, whirling, and inconstant.”

Actually you create a wonderful case in point that will serve others to see the same error that has occurred throughout the history of man. And I literally mean that – all the way back to Abel and Cain. Abel came to God with an acceptable sacrifice; one, initiated out of compliance to God’s word. Cain came to God with an offering prescribed by his heart and mind. Abel was blessed while Cain was judged – yet with the judgment came the divine plea to turn around and the judgment would turn to mercy. 
Cains have been commonplace throughout history – observing the Word of God, then passing judgment based upon their heart-inspired values. Finally, just as God spoke and there was creation, Cains speak and all is altered or destroyed. 

Take for example hell. Jesus – the one who Roshana claims to love, worship and obey - spoke more of hell as the place of eternal dwelling for those who reject the gospel of Jesus Christ, than he spoke of heaven as our eternal reward for those that obey the gospel. And yet, with one stroke of a pen, Roshana absolved us all of hell! No need of a cross!  No longer is hell a consequence to be feared, for she has spoken! Powerful words! Overruling the words of the one she claims to worship. Roshana  – establishing a dramatic course change that one would normally reserve for someone – someone kind of important, like – God. 

So in your makeover of the church Roshana, the traditional idea of the body has no place. But as you mentioned, you have a friend. And, out of the tens of thousands who read your column you may make a few friends who are like-minded. You’ll want to get together and share a cup of herb tea and discuss your common beliefs. Better be careful! If you gather more than once, one might deem these meetings a service! And the next thing you know you’ll have to find a building to carry out further discussions. Oh no! There goes your first principle of membership – the abandonment of the traditional meetings. What will happen now? Probably some of your disappointed members will break away because you’ve compromised on your beliefs, and a reformed church of Roshana is born. 

Like I’ve mentioned, Cains have found their place throughout history in their quest for what they feel is important. A fellow named Joseph Smith didn’t like that the North American Indians were left out by Jesus in the Gospels – so – whaalah – write a little follow-up book - easy solution to a seemingly insurmountable task. 

Or Mary Baker Eddy’s scientific rendition that Jesus didn’t actually die on the cross – he overcame death by overcoming the illusion, the weak-minded misconception that we actually die. Problem solved. 

Another fellow named Mohammed didn’t like the idea that out of Abraham’s two sons – God in his word recognized Isaac but not Ishmael. No problem! Write another book that ‘corrects’ God’s errors, and now god’s word falls more into line with what he really meant. 

A guy like you Roshana didn’t like hell discussed in the Word, so Charles Russell wrote his own version leaving out any words mentioning the elements burning, weeping and nashing of teeth – things like that. Never mind he didn’t know Greek or Hebrew – that’s a small detail when rewriting God’s word. Oh and by the way – he also felt compelled to announce to the world that God has already taken his church home, so all this is really a mute issue – because that Roshana has declared the game over.

Seems like Roshana has stumbled or giddied into something here! We can just take the word – cut, paste, revise, omit, add, and finally we’ll have a doctrine that will align with our own expectations of what God really values, what truly pleases him, and makes him . . . or her. . .angry. All is resolved. We can now live in peace and harmony, knowing we have truly found god.

Oh, by the way – you’ve actually accomplished another task that streamlines your access to – god. You’ve actually made the word obsolete. No longer do you need to worry about the thee’s and thou’s and the hither and thithers any longer! No, you’ve done away with any further need of the written word to study god. In fact, all you really need from this day forward – is a mirror. 
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