They’re called Wisemen
They came from the East, seeking He who is King of the Jews. And they’re called wise because they found who they sought.
Traditions have painted a picture of these men having intellectual prowess, in the sciences – particularly astrology. That somehow by much study of the alignment of planets, placement of constellations, mathematical equations –insight was gained, leading them to the one who would historically be the greatest focal point of all time.

Yet the claim of their wisdom didn’t originate from the mouths of historians, philosophers, or astrologers, but from within the Word of God itself. It is here we must inquire to see what is encapsulated within the term, wise.

In Exodus 36: 4 the wise were those God had given understanding and ability in the ways of the tabernacle. In Deuteronomy 1:15 the title was given to those willing to govern the children of Israel solely by the Mosaic law.  Solomon was wise according to I Kings 3:12, due to seeking knowledge and understanding via the Word of God – and wisdom was given in response.

David and Solomon wrote the following:

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. Psalm 19:7  

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. Proverb 9:9

The wise in heart will receive commandments: Proverb 10:8

In all these, the focal point of one attaining the status of wise has no relevance to one’s intelligence quotient, or diplomas on a wall, but rather in one’s willingness to acquiesce to wisdom lying outside of self and entire reliance on the instruction of the Word of God. 
God told Samuel while rejecting the strong and well trained sons of Jesse and anointing the youngest and weakest, that being David,

Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.  1 Samuel 16:7

They possessed no hidden codes. No mathematical equations. They didn’t piece together the philosophies of all the great minds throughout the ages. Rather they possessed hearts dependent on the Word serving as a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their path.

While sound reasoning would have led the wise men to search for the Christ in the established and traditional palaces and institutions of higher learning – towards those possessing prominent displays of sacred and scholarly attire, with awe-inspiring architecture enshrouded in gold and stained glass – rather they followed the words penned by the hands of unlearned and ignorant men made wise by total commitment to the Word and anointed by the Spirit of God.

In the case of the wise men, the Word led them to the least of the towns of Judah, to a stable behind an inn, yet there they heard the testimonies of those who experienced the miraculous, and glowed in the presence of the prophesied star of Jacob, assuring them they had found the one sought after. Today, finding the body of Christ may lead you past the accepted, around the admired, directly to a swayed back building on the other side of the tracks. Inside, you may see the uneducated, the simple, and outcasts who may not have the nicest clothes and may not use perfect grammar - but when they pray – God hears. When they worship – God is moved. When they petition heaven – the Spirit of the One who purchased them with his blood, descends into their midst and the light of glory – as a star over Judah – draws those who are looking for the one who reigns.
Paul said, 
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 1 Cor 1:26-29

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  1 Cor 2:4-5

Nothing has changed – wise men and women are still identified by their willingness to reject the accepted and accept the rejected – with their sites entirely set on reaching him whose power as King changes lives and saves eternal souls.
